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MIMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director/Intelligence

T HROUGH s Assistant Director, Research and Reporis
1. Furpose

The trip was designed to provide area faniliarization in Eth.cpia,
Somelia, and southern Sudan, with lighter coverage oX cther perts e
East Africa as time and opportunity permitted. Particular attent icn
was given to acquiring a background for assessing the feasibility o
U¥-type activities in these wurezs.

II. Activities snd Findings

A. For maximue mobility and obgservation the trip wis plarnet
$£o begin in the dry season aud continue into the eurly part of th:
rainy season. Consequently I departed Washington on 3C January
1358 and returned on 30 April 1958. The general plan was Lo bese
myself Jor a period of three to four weeks cach, in Addis Ababe,
Mogadisho, ard Xhartoum, in that order. While I was enroute frou
Washington to Addis Ababa the Mogadivho consulate cebled Washinghoo
and Addis Ababa that much of Sommliivae unsafe for travel and
that I should avoid it completely. It was therefore covared only
by one overflight as vere British Sommliland, Kenyw, ard Ugande.
On these flights the utter unsuitability of British Somaiiland,
Somalia, and eastern Kenya for wvhite occupancy was obvious from
the barrenness of the country., lack of communications, andi the
small native population. Sommlia in perticular approuchzs the
clagsification of "hell hole™ with its heat, humidity, stagnant
pools of scum-covered water, vells tlhat produce a wheel 3poke
pattern of tralls because of their importance, lack of vegetative
cover, and very thin buman and animai population. In these
three countries any advance perty must plan on belag entirely
self-gufricient.

B. The tremendous size of Ethiopia (800 x 900 miles) made
it necessary to accomplish maat of the travel by alr, tut land
or water transportation wus used at the peripheral end of each
£1light,
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United States aid to Ethiopla is still called "Point Four”
throughout the country and the large number of Americans seem to be well
liked by the natives. The Ethiopian is an extremely mild, uneducibed
¢nd unimaginitive person who leads a humdrum life but he seems %<
be willing to accept the American way rather wholaheartedly. At
the experimental clinic and medicil sckool in Gondar I saw sick
ratives who had walked as much a8 ten days to reach the clinic,
gfier baving been treated by witch doctors for yeirs. But education
of the masses and the presence of trained personnel will not solie
the problems of strengthening the econcmy and solidifying the
pation. It needs the desire to improve, a concept of administration
as a necessary function, and 2 common language.

The United Hation and United States government employees in the
Foint Four program in Ethiopin seemed to be a fine group of dedi:ited
and near-dedicated people. The medical and agricultural program:
impressed me as belng practical and fundamental, emphasizing basicz
needs such as water and sanitation, and the dignity of work with
the hands. However, a problem had developed in relaticn to Oklalixm
A and M contract employees in agriculture and mapping. According
to US government personnel the Oklahome employees were letting
rersonal interests interfere with their work to an extent that
seriously impaired their portion of the program. The recent.
arrival of a new Oklahoma supervisor, e mature person with no ax«
to grind, has begun to ease the situntion. The mapping Institute
is slowly gaining strength after a change of personnel about a
year ago.

Traveling approximately 2400 miles by air, 900 miles by land,
and 50 miles by water has produced an understanding of how the
people live and react to foreigners, their degree of sophisticat:on,
the possibility of living off the country, the copportunities for
conceelment and transportatiion, the fatigue that attends heavy
exercise between 6000 and 8000 feet above sex level, and the eesc
of commnicating without oenefit of a common language.

C. In Budan the principal and most rewarding activity was
a three-week trip by pickeup truck that covered 2000 miles in
Equatoria and Bahr-el-Ghazal, the twc southernmost provinces. A
conference wag held with one or more of the leading local offici:tls
every day of the three weecks and produced an excellent impressiorn:
of the way southerners live and think and of the complete schism
betveen Forth and South. Short walks into the bush and dozens of
meetings with illiterate natives checked out the statements made
by their officisls.
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Yhis trek wus folloved immediately by a 500 mile boat trip
from Juba through the enormous papyrus swamp known ae the Sudd,
4o Malakal, Upper Bile Province. A four-day weather-enforced
ipyaver in Malakal wus used for a trip 60 miles to the east, insrection
of tbke local power and vater plants, casual obserwution of the
Begyptian community faciiities, and discussions with local officialsn
missionaries, and alrport personnel.

economic affairs was supplied with the conclusions and recommendatinre
in the as-yet-unsubmitted report of the Dutch rice specialist whcee
two year governwent contract wue newr an end. The Embassy st Addie
Abate had requested of me and received an appraisal of the road frow
Malnkzal sagtverd to Gombela, Ethiopisa.

A total of 40O pages of notes (5 x 8") were taken enroute anc
580 pictures were taken and docusented at the time.

IIX. Problems or Difficuitien

Washington, the dsy before departure, the Department discpproved tha
trip, changed to probadle approval in the afterncon, and withheld
approval until three hours before plane time {1350) on the day of
departure.

The misunderstanding belween the Department of State and the

Armerican Enbassy a4t Addis Absba, and the resuliing last minute uncertainty

shout approval and date of departure, ercge chiefly becausge of lack of

T¥. Comnitwents --- No commitments were made.

¥. BRecommendations --- Fome 25X1AQ9a

Distribution:

2 - DD/1 1 - NEﬁi/DDP

2 - FB38/DDI l1-20C

2 - st/1 1 - D/S, ORR

1 - st/a =
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